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	ExplanationRow1: Administrator Brown,

My apologies if I am overstepping my authorization, however the current ERAP 1 program is currently exceeding all expenditure thresholds, and we project early program termination due to exhaustion of available funds. 

We need to have a seamless and transparent migration into the ERAP 2 program in place in order to ensure continuity of service, immediately upon conclusion of ERAP 1.

The 1st key step in ensuring the seamless and transparent migration is to have an ERAP 2 Policy and Procedure manual in place, which will allow us to commit to the additional steps necessary.

Attached you will find a draft of our ERAP 2 P&P manual (along with applicable federal guidance), which reflects the changes Treasury has made in the program from ERAP 1.

One of the most crucial components of the new ERAP 2 program is Treasury's "encouragement "to require landlords that receive funds under the ERA, as a condition of receiving the funds, not to evict tenants for nonpayment of rent for 30 to 90 days longer than the period covered by the rental assistance."

The question is whether Richland County has the lawful authority to enforce this provision. As such I am copying County Legal for their review and counsel.

While we have some time to prepare for the migration into ERAP 2, the time window is narrowing rapidly.

I request your review, consideration and approval of ERAP 2 P & P manual, subsequent to the guidance provided by County Legal.
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