Pollinators such as bees,. butterflies,
moths, beetles, birds, and bats play a key role
in the life cycle of many flowering plants. By
carrying pollen from flower to flower, pollina-
tors enable plants to produce seeds. These
seeds, in turn, allow for new generations of
plants to grow.

Three-fourths of the world's flowering
plants depend on pollinators to reproduce, and
humans and animals alike depend on these
plants for survival. Most fruit, vegetable, and
seed crops--and other plants that provide fiber,
medicines, and fuel--are pollinated by animals. In
fact, nearly one out of every three bites of food
we eat exists because of animal pollinators! Polli-
nators also play important roles in land-based
food webs and have a large economic impact.

Pollinators face many challenges in the
modern world, including habitat loss, disease,
parasites, and pollution But, there are many
things we can do to help pollinators! Adding na-
tive, pollinator-frienndly plants to the landscape
to provide pollen and nectar, reducing the use of
pesticides, and leaving areas for native grasses
and shrubs to grow are all conservation practices
that will help support pollinator survival.

A world without pollinators would cer-
tainly be less colorful, less fruitful, and less pro-
ductive...which is why we hope you will illustrate
the importance of keeping the environment
healthy so our pollinators can continue to do
their jobs!
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Research pollinators and answer the five
W’s: who are they, what do they do,
when are they active, where are they
found, and why are they important?

. Sketch out your design! How do pollina-

tors affect you, your family, and your
environment? Your sketch should illus-
trate why pollination is important to you
and MUST include the title “Where
would we BEE without pollinators?”

. Transfer your sketch onto a 14”x22” pa-

per and use markers, paints, and other
flat media to make it colorful.

. Attach a completed entry form to the

back of your poster.

. Submit the poster to the Richland SWCD

by Friday, April 10th, 2020. Contest win-
ners will receive cash prizes!

For a list of rules and guidelines, visit

www.tinyurl.com/rswcdpostercontest or
scan the QR code below.
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Caolumbia, 5C

You won’t
BEE-lieve all of
the prizes you

can win!
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